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SIMPLY SOFT

designed by Deb Richey

TECHNIQUE USED: Crochet
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INTERMEDIATE

SIZES: Small (Medium, Large).

FINISHED MEASUREMENTS:
Chest/Bust 34 (37, 40)”
Length to underarm 29 1/2 (30, 30 1/2)"

MATERIALS

Caron International's Simply Soft Tweed (96% acrylic, 4% rayon; 3 0z/85
g, 150 yds/137 m ball): 1 ball A.

Caron International's Simply Soft (100% acrylic; 6 0z/170 g, 315 yds/288
m skein): 1 skein B.

Shown in: #0002 Off White (A), #9750 Chocolate (B)

One size US H-8 (5mm) crochet hook, or size to obtain gauge.

Sewing needle and matching thread

1 set (2 handles) plastic clutch purse handles—6—7"/15-18 cm

Yarn needle

12 x 27"/30.5 x 68.5 cm piece of fabric (for lining) (optional)
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GAUGE
In pattern stitch, using US H-8 (5mm) hook, 18 sts and 23 rows = 4"/10 cm

STITCHES USED
Chain (ch), double crochet (dc), single crochet (sc), slip stitch (slip st)

SPECIAL TERM

FPdc: Front-post double crochet: (RS)Yarn over, insert hook from right-
hand side of stitch to WS of piece, return to RS at left-hand side of stitch
indicated, yarn over and pull up a loop, complete as dc.

FPtr: Front-post treble crochet: (RS)[Yarn over] twice, insert hook from
right-hand side of stitch to WS of piece, return to RS at left-hand side of
stitch indicated, yarn over and pull up a loop, complete as tr.

FPdc2tog: Front-post double crochet 2 together: (RS)[Yarn over, insert
hook from right-hand side of next stitch to WS of piece, return to RS at left-
hand side of stitch indicated, yarn over and pull up a loop, yarn over and
draw through two loops on hook] twice, yarn over and draw through all
three loops on hook.

sc2tog: Single crochet 2 together — Insert hook in next stitch, yarn over
and pull up a loop, (two loops on hook), insert hook in next stitch, yarn over
and pull up a loop, yarn over and draw through all three loops on hook.

NOTES

1. To create the cables, front-post stitches are worked into the stitches 2
rows below (skipping over the row immediately below), while single
crochets are worked into the stitches in the row immediately below (into
which stitches are usually worked).

2. When working front-post stitches, always skip the stitches behind the
front-post stitches. For example, when working front-post stitches in the
next 2 front-post stitches 2 rows below, skip the next 2 stitches in the row
immediately below before proceeding.

3. Working a front-post stitch around another front-post stitch 2 rows below
often requires the stitch to be slanted slightly backward (to reach a stitch
that is slightly behind the current position) or slightly forward (to reach a
stitch that is slightly ahead of the current position).

FRONT AND BACK (make 2)

With A, chain 45.

Row 1: Sc in second ch from hook and in each remaining ch across, turn—
44 sc.

Row 2 (RS): Ch 1, scin next 5 sc, skip next sc, dc in next sc; working in
front of last dc made dc in skipped sc, [sc in next 6 sc, skip next sc, dcin
next sc, dc in skipped sc] 4 times, scin last 5 sc, turn.

Row 3: Ch 1, scin each st across, turn.

Row 4: Ch 1, [sc in next 4 sc; working in dc 2 rows below (Row 2), 2 FPdc
around next 2 dc (take care to skip the next 4 sc in the previous row,
behind the FPdc)] 5 times, scin last 4 sc, turn.

Row 5: Ch 1, scin each st across, turn.
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Row 6: Ch 1, scin next 3 sc, [FPdc around next 2 FPdc (2 rows below), sc
in next 2 sc] 10 times, scin last sc, turn.

Note: From here onwards, all front-post stitches are worked around
stitches 2 rows below, rather than in the stitches of the row immediately
below. Take care to skip the corresponding number of stitches in the row
immediately below (behind the front-post stitches) before working the next
single crochet stitches.

Row 7: Ch 1, scin each st across, turn.

Row 8: Ch 1, scin next 2 sc, FPdc around next 2 FPdc 2 rows below, [sc
in next 4 sc, FPdc around next 4 FPdc 2 rows below] 4 times, sc in next 4
sc, FPdc around next 2 FPdc 2 rows below, sc in last 2 sc, turn.

Row 9: Ch 1, scin each st across, turn.

Row 10: Ch 1, scin next 2 sc, FPdc around next 2 FPdc 2 rows below, [sc
in next 4 sc, skip next 2 FPdc 2 rows below, FPtr around next 2 FPdc 2
rows below; working in front of 2 FPtr just made FPtr around 2 skipped
FPdc 2 rows below] 4 times, sc in next 4 sc, FPdc around next 2 FPdc 2
rows below, scin last 2 sc, turn.

Row 11: Ch 1, scin each st across, turn.

Row 12: Ch 1, scin next 3 sc, FPdc around next 2 FPdc 2 rows below, sc
in next 2 sc, [FPdc around next 2 FPtr 2 rows below, sc in next 2 sc] 8
times, FPdc around next 2 FPdc 2 rows below, sc in last 3 sc, turn.

Row 13: Ch 1, scin each st across, turn.

Row 14: Ch 1, [sc in next 4 sc, FPdc around next 4 FPdc 2 rows below] 5
times, scin last 4 sc, turn.

Row 15: Ch 1, scin each st across, turn.

Row 16: Ch 1, scin next 4 sc, FPdc around next 4 FPdc 2 rows below, [sc
in next 4 sc, skip next 2 FPdc 2 rows below, FPtr around next 2 FPdc 2
rows below, working in front of 2 FPtr just made FPtr around 2 skipped
FPdc 2 rows below] 3 times, sc in next 4 sc, FPdc around next 4 FPdc 2
rows below, scin last 4 sc, turn.

Row 17: Ch 1, scin each st across, turn.

Row 18: Ch 1, scin next 5 sc; [working around next 2 front-post sts 2 rows
below FPdc2tog] twice; *sc in next 4 sc, FPdc around next 2 FPtr 2 rows
below, scin next 2 sc, FPdc around next 2 FPtr 2 rows below, sc in next 4
sc; [working around next 2 front-post sts 2 rows below FPdc2tog] twice;
repeat from * once more, scin last 5 sc, turn.

Row 19: Ch 1, scin each st across, turn.

Row 20: Ch 1, scin next 5 sc, skip next FPdc2tog 2 rows below, FPdc
around next FPdc2tog 2 rows below, FPdc around skipped FPdc2tog 2
rows below, [sc in next 3 sc, FPdc around next 2 FPdc 2 rows below, scin
next 4 sc, FPdc around next 2 FPdc 2 rows below, scin next 3 sc, skip
next FPdc2tog 2 rows below, FPdc around next FPdc2tog 2 rows below,
FPdc around skipped FPdc2tog 2 rows below] twice, sc in last 5 sc, turn.
Row 21: Ch 1, scin each st across, turn.

Row 22: Ch 1, scin next 5 sc, FPdc around next 2 FPdc 2 rows below, [sc
in next 4 sc, FPdc around next 2 FPdc 2 rows below, sc in next 2 sc, FPdc
around next 2 FPdc 2 rows below, sc in next 4 sc, FPdc around next 2
FPdc 2 rows below] twice, scin last 5 sc, turn.
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Row 23: Ch 1, scin each st across, turn.

Row 24: Ch 1, scin next 5 sc, skip next FPdc 2 rows below, FPdc around
next FPdc 2 rows below, FPdc around skipped FPdc 2 rows below, [sc in
next 5 sc, FPdc around next 4 FPdc 2 rows below, sc in next 5 sc, skip
next FPdc 2 rows below, FPdc around next FPdc 2 rows below, FPdc
around skipped FPdc 2 rows below] twice, scin last 5 sc, turn.

Row 25: Ch 1, scin each st across, turn.

Row 26: Ch 1, scin next 5 sc, FPdc around next 2 FPdc 2 rows below, *sc
in next 6 sc; [working around next 2 front-post sts 2 rows below FPdc2tog]
twice, sc in next 6 sc, FPdc around next 2 FPdc 2 rows below; repeat from
* once more, scin last 5 sc, turn.

Row 27: Ch 1, scin each st across, turn.

Row 28: Ch 1, scin next 4 sc, 2 FPdc around next 2 FPdc 2 rows below,
sc in next 6 sc, FPdc around next 2 FPdc2tog 2 rows below, scin next 4
sc, FPdc around next FPdc 2 rows below, scin next 2 sc, FPdc around
next FPdc 2 rows below, sc in next 4 sc, FPdc around next 2 FPdc2tog 2
rows below, scin next 6 sc, 2 FPdc around next 2 FPdc 2 rows below, sc
in last 4 sc, turn.

Row 29: Ch 1, scin each st across, turn.

Row 30: Ch 1, scin next 3 sc, FPdc around next 2 FPdc 2 rows below, sc
in next 2 sc, FPdc around next 2 FPdc 2 rows below, sc in next 6 sc, FPdc
around next 2 FPdc 2 rows below, sc in next 4 sc, FPdc around next 2
FPdc 2 rows below, scin next 4 sc, FPdc around next 2 FPdc 2 rows
below, scin next 6 sc, FPdc around next 2 FPdc 2 rows below, sc in next 2
sc, FPdc around next 2 FPdc 2 rows below, scin last 3 sc, turn.

Row 31: Ch 1, scin each st across, turn.

Row 32: Ch 1, scin next 2 sc, FPdc around next 2 FPdc 2 rows below, sc
in next 4 sc, FPdc around next 2 FPdc 2 rows below, scin next 6 sc, FPdc
around next 2 FPdc 2 rows below, sc in next 3 sc, skip next FPdc 2 rows
below, FPdc around next FPdc 2 rows below, FPdc around skipped FPdc
2 rows below, scin next 3 sc, FPdc around next 2 FPdc 2 rows below, sc
in next 6 sc, FPdc around next 2 FPdc 2 rows below, sc in next 4 sc, FPdc
around next 2 FPdc 2 rows below, sc in last 2 sc, turn.

Row 33: Ch 1, scin each st across, turn.

Row 34: Ch 1, scin next 3 sc, FPdc around next 2 FPdc 2 rows below, sc
in next 2 sc, FPdc around next 2 FPdc 2 rows below, sc in next 8 sc, FPdc
around next 2 FPdc 2 rows below, sc in next 2 sc, FPdc around next 2
FPdc 2 rows below, scin next 2 sc, FPdc around next 2 FPdc 2 rows
below, scin next 8 sc, FPdc around next 2 FPdc 2 rows below, sc in next 2
sc, FPdc around next 2 FPdc 2 rows below, scin last 3 sc, turn.

Row 35: Ch 1, scin each st across, turn.

Row 36: Ch 1, sc2tog, sc in next 2 sc, FPdc around next 4 FPdc 2 rows
below, scin next 10 sc, FPdc around next 2 FPdc 2 rows below, sc in next
sc, skip next FPdc 2 rows below, FPdc around next FPdc 2 rows below,
FPdc around skipped FPdc 2 rows below, sc in next sc, FPdc around next
2 FPdc 2 rows below, sc in next 10 sc, FPdc around next 4 FPdc 2 rows
below, scin next 2 sc, sc2tog, turn—42 sts.

Row 37: Ch 1, scin each st across, turn.
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Row 38: Ch 1, sc2tog, scin next sc, skip next 2 FPdc 2 rows below, FPtr
around next 2 FPdc 2 rows below, FPtr around 2 skipped FPdc 2 rows
below, scin next 11 sc, FPdc around next 6 FPdc 2 rows below, sc in next
11 sc, skip next 2 FPdc 2 rows below, FPtr around next 2 FPdc 2 rows
below, FPtr around 2 skipped FPdc 2 rows below, sc in next sc, sc2tog,
turn—40 sc.

Row 39: Ch 1, scin each st across, turn.

Row 40: Ch 1, sc2tog, scin next sc, [working around next 2 front-post sts
2 rows below FPdc2tog] twice, sc in next 13 sc, FPdc around next FPdc 2
rows below, [working around next 2 front-post sts 2 rows below FPdc2tog]
twice, FPdc around next FPdc 2 rows below, sc in next 13 sc, [working
around next 2 front-post sts 2 rows below FPdc2tog] twice, sc in next sc,
sc2tog, turn—38 sc.

Row 41: Ch 1, scin each st across, turn.

Row 42: Ch 1, sc2tog, skip next FPdc2tog 2 rows below, FPdc around
next FPdc2tog 2 rows below, FPdc around skipped FPdc2tog 2 rows
below, scin next 14 sc, [working around next 2 front-post sts 2 rows below
FPdc2tog (take care, one of the 2 front-post sts 2 rows below is an
FPdc2tog)] twice, sc in next 14 sc, skip next FPdc2tog 2 rows below, FPdc
around next FPdc2tog 2 rows below, FPdc in skipped FPdc2tog 2 rows
below, sc2tog, turn—36 sts.

Row 43: Ch 1, scin each st across, turn.

Row 44: Ch 1, sc2tog, sc in next 15 sc, skip next FPdc2tog 2 rows below,
FPdc around next FPdc2tog 2 rows below, FPdc around skipped FPdc2tog
2 rows below, scin next 15 sc, sc2tog, turn—34 sts.

Row 45: Ch 1, scin each st across, turn.

Row 46: Ch 1, sc2tog, sc in next 30 sc, sc2tog—32 sts. Fasten off, leaving
a long tail for sewing.

BASE

With B, chain 43.

Row 1: Sc in second ch from hook and in each remaining ch across, turn—
42 sc.

Rows 2-8: Ch 1, scin each sc across, turn.

Row 9: Ch 1, 3 scin first sc, scin each sc across to last sc, 3 scin last sc;
pivot to work in ends of rows along side, work 6 sc evenly spaced along
side; pivot to work along opposite side of foundation ch, 3 scin first ch, sc
in each ch across to last ch, 3 scin last ch; pivot to work in ends of rows
along side, work 6 sc evenly spaced along side; join with slip st in first sc—
104 sc. Fasten off, leaving a long tail for sewing.

SIDE (make 2)

With B, chain 11.

Row 1: Scin second ch from hook and in each remaining ch across, turn—
10 sc.

Row 2: Ch 1, scin next 4 sc, skip next sc, dc in next sc, dc in skipped sc,
scin next 4 sc, turn.

Row 3: Ch 1, scin each st across, turn.
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Row 4: Ch 1, scin next 3 sc, 2 FPdc around next 2 dc 2 rows below, scin
last 3 sc, turn.

Row 5: Ch 1, scin each st across, turn.

Row 6: Ch 1, scin next 2 sc, FPdc around next 2 FPdc 2 rows below, scin
next 2 sc, FPdc around next 2 FPdc 2 rows below, scin last 2 sc, turn.
Row 7: Ch 1, scin each st across, turn.

Row 8: Ch 1, scin next sc, FPdc around next 2 FPdc 2 rows below, sc in
next 4 sc, FPdc around next 2 FPdc 2 rows below, scin last sc, turn.

Row 9: Ch 1, scin each st across, turn.

Row 10: Ch 1, scin next 2 sc, FPdc around next 2 FPdc 2 rows below, sc
in next 2 sc, FPdc around next 2 FPdc 2 rows below, sc in last 2 sc, turn.
Row 11: Ch 1, scin each st across, turn.

Row 12: Ch 1, scin next 3 sc, FPdc around next 4 FPdc 2 rows below, sc
in last 3 sc, turn.

Row 13: Ch 1, scin each st across, turn.

Row 14: Ch 1, scin next 3 sc, skip next 2 FPdc 2 rows below, FPtr around
next 2 FPdc 2 rows below, FPtr around 2 skipped FPdc 2 rows below, scin
last 3 sc, turn.

Row 15: Ch 1, scin each st across, turn.

Row 16: Ch 1, scin next 2 sc, FPdc around next 2 FPtr 2 rows below, sc
in next 2 sc, FPdc around next 2 FPtr 2 rows below, scin last 2 sc, turn.
Rows 17-36: Repeat Rows 7-16.

Rows 37-44: Repeat Rows 7-14.

Rows 45 and 46: Ch 1, scin each st across, turn.

Fasten off, leaving a long tail for sewing.

FINISHING

Using yarn needle, weave in all ends.

Fabric Lining (optional)

Trace the purse pieces onto fabric and cut out, leaving a 1/2"/1 cm seam
allowance around all edges. Sew front and back pieces to bottom piece.
Sew side pieces to bottom, front and back pieces.

Assembly

Sew front and back to bottom of purse. Sew sides of purse to bottom, front
and back. Insert lining into bag and sew lining to upper inside edge and
tack to inside seams of purse.

With B, embroider stars on front of purse, in between crossing sections of
cables, as shown in photograph.

Handles

Thread 2 strands of A or B (whichever is appropriate for handles) onto
needle and sew handles centered on upper edge of bag.
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